1667 -87] MISSION DU SAULT, 1667-86 165

from all the brutalities which our iroquois had
borrowed among the sixteen nations whom they
destroyed by their valor and adroitness. Thus they
have suddenly forsaken so many evil customs, in
order to adopt all the customs of the church,—
which is all the more admirable because the Savages
are wont to guide themselves only through the
imagination, and are surrounded with superstitions,
which they often see in their country. And yet no
one speaks of these here; they have no esteem for
them, and accuse themselves for even having thought
of them. Our infant church thus took form and
organization. ‘These barbarians, gathered from
several nations, made but one; charity united them
even to the extent that they possessed nothing
individually — which best suited the iroquois nature,
among whom sociability, visits, hospitality, feasts,
and mutual gifts are much in vogue. It was a long
time before even the shadow of vice was seen there,—
which charmed those who came to visit them. Fa-
ther fremin, their chief missionary at that time, did
not fail to prepare them to receive the sacraments of
confession and communion, as yet unknown to these
barbarous nations. There were some predestined
ones, in whom grace increased every day, who did
not require much time for preparation. Thus, then,
the fathers began to have savages receive communion
at la prairie, which they did even more devoutly
than did the french. Assoon as the fire of the Blessed
Sacrament had animated our new christians, it could
not be confined to themselves; the missionary fathers
heard every day from their children the sentiments
of their hearts, filled with the Holy Ghost. Father
Pierson even sowed the seeds of the Holy family,



